
kipahulu moku. Our Moku. Our Kuleana. 
A community discussion about the proposed  

Kīpahulu Community-Based Subsistence Fishing Area 
 

Friday, December 4, 2015, 5:00 - 7:30 PM, Helene Hall  in Hāna 
Hosted by Kīpahulu ‘Ohana 

 
What is the dilemma 

The people of Kīpahulu depend on natural resources for the 
preservation and continuation of a subsistence lifestyle. Over 
time, Kīpahulu has witnessed an increase in visitors and 

resource users and a decrease in resources. In order to keep alive their traditions of 
fishing, hunting, and farming in unity and harmony with the land, there is a need for 
harvest to be managed. This meeting focuses on the unsustainable harvest of marine 
resources that leads to decreased productivity and diversity. Harvesting species out 
of season, harvesting undersized or reproductive individuals, or harvesting too many 
individuals contributes to the decline of target species.  

 
What Species Do we care about 

Certain species are especially vulnerable or culturally 
significant and require our extra kōkua:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a solution   
Designating the shoreline and near shore reefs of Kīpahulu as a state Community-
Based Subsistence Fishing Area (CBSFA) to prevent future declines through formal 
adoption of pono harvesting guidelines as state rules. 



How does a community-based subsistence fishing area work 
Being designated as a CBSFA formally recognizes local communities as valued 
partners in protecting natural resources, and reaffirms and protects traditional and 
customary practices for subsistence and culture. CBSFAs are not meant to keep 
people out. Everyone is welcome to fish within the area, but they are required to fish 
according to the regulations. 

 
how is community involved in creating a cbsfa 

 
 

2) Community group 
identifies solutions  
and meets with the 
community to discuss 
recommended rules.  

 
 

 1) Input from kupuna, 
fishermen, and fish 
surveys show that 
resources have 
declined. 

3) Recommended rules are 
submitted to the state. If rules 
approved, the state and 
community co-manage this area. 
State enforces while the 
community does outreach and 
“neighborhood-watch.”  

 
 

  
 
 


